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Recommendation:

That the Master of Public Health degree program proposed by Eastern Kentucky University be
approved and registered in CIP 51.2201 (Public Health, General).

Rationale:

• The proposed Master of Public Health program would provide training to professionals in
environmental health science and community health education.

• The need for environmentalists and other community health professionals is documented in  state
and national plans. They include The Environmental Health Specialist Credentialing Board
Strategic Plan; The Strategic Plan of the Kentucky Department of Public Health; Healthy
People 2000: National Promotion and Disease Prevention Objectives; and Healthy
Kentuckians 2000.

• The program builds on an environmental health baccalaureate program that is one of only 24 such
certified programs in the country, an undergraduate health education program that is approved by
the Society of Public Health Educators and the American Association of Health Educators, and a
post-baccalaureate curriculum that meets the requirements for state certification as a Chemical
Abuse and Dependency Counselor.

• The program will be offered at times and places and in formats convenient to education and health
professionals who are already in the workforce.

• To avoid unnecessary duplication, faculty and administrators from Eastern have discussed the
proposed programs with representatives of Murray State University, the University of Kentucky,
the University of Louisville, and Western Kentucky University.  All have endorsed the EKU
proposal.

• Eastern, Murray, UK, UofL, and Western have plans to share in the delivery of public health
courses, including the use of distance learning technologies.  They have drafted a “Proposal to
Create a Statewide Distance Learning Public Health Consortium.”

An executive summary submitted by Eastern Kentucky University is attached.
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